
4.1.6 Rural Residential  

NOTE TO READER: Rural Residential designations apply to areas with stretches of existing residential development, 

or areas planned for more intense residential development occurring outside of City or UGA limits.  This is most 

applicable outside of the City of Walla Walla.  For example, the residential areas near Yellowhawk Creek and Mill 

Creek east of the City of Walla Walla. This could also include the area outside of Touchet or the Kooskooskie 

Commons. 

 

A. Purpose: The purpose of the Rural Residential environment is to promote residential 

development in those areas of the County which have continuous stretches of predominantly 

residential uses, outside of the primarily agricultural areas. This designation is also intended to 

provide appropriate public access, maintain no net loss of ecological functions, and allow for 

recreational opportunities.   

B. Designation Criteria: Specific criteria for designation of the Rural Residential environment include 

areas or properties that:  

 Lie outside of city limits, urban growth areas, designated limited areas of more intense rural 1.

development or rural activity centers; 

 Have existing residential development occurring on parcels five acres in size or less, or are 2.

planned or platted for residential development to occur on parcels five acres in size or less; 

 Are adjacent to other parcels developed with, or planned for, similar uses.  3.

C. Management Policies: 

1. Shoreline development standards should ensure no net loss of shoreline ecological 

functions, taking into account the environmental limitations and sensitivity of the shoreline 

area, the level of infrastructure and services available or planned to be available, and other 

comprehensive planning policy considerations.  

2. Activities and uses should be designed for compatibility with the rural character, including 

the overall density pattern.  

3. Residential and recreational developments should provide public access and joint use for 

community recreational facilities. 

4. Commercial development should be limited to water-oriented uses and allowed only when 

the underlying zoning permits such uses. 

5. Development adjacent to designated agricultural resource lands should incorporate 

measures to reduce compatibility impacts, such as open space landscaped separations or 

other measures to address impacts to agricultural operations. 

 


